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Our approach to reading

Many pupils join us with significant gaps in their reading proficiency. We know
how low levels of literacy impact on behaviour, ability to access learning, mental
health, social inclusion, life chances, opportunities for further education and
employability, so we are working hard to address the gaps with a range of
interventions to identify and improve proficiency as well as develop a culture of
reading for pleasure.

Pupils complete NGRT baseline assessments on entry. Reading ages are recorded
centrally and shared with all staff who use this data to plan learning and further
interventions. Each pupil has an identified reading pathway based on:

NGRT data
Teacher assessment
Pupil voice
Previous school data
Specialist reports
Ongoing monitoring of progress through our targeted reading intervention

We have a dedicated library space that is welcoming, safe and offers an
increasingly diverse range of fiction and non-fiction texts including specialised
books for learners with specific learning needs like our new Barrington Stoke
Dyslexia friendly texts. We encourage our pupils to have a voice and give us
feedback on what they are reading, what they would like to read and how they
feel they are progressing.

We have established a positive culture of reading with significant increase in
student engagement and measurable progress. 
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