ENGLISH CURRICULUM

Our unique approach

Our English curriculum is carefully planned to re-engage pupils by
developing reading, writing, speaking and listening skills in a safe,
nurturing and enabling environment. We prioritise relational
learning to get to know the specific needs of every pupil as soon as
they join us so we can adapt our teaching to ensure all learners can
access the National Curriculum for English and enjoy doing so. Our
bespoke learning resources are designed to create curiosity, build
resilience and address barriers to learning so every pupil,
regardless of their level of entry, knowledge or skill, is given an
opportunity to experience success.

A responsive curriculum

We review our curriculum content each year to ensure texts and
themes are suitable for the needs of each cohort. The National
Curriculum for English underpins everything we do, providing the
best opportunity for reintegration into mainstream education.
When mainstream education is not accessible for pupils, our aim is
to prepare all pupils for iIGCSE English Language in Year 11. We
know that GCSE English is crucial for Further Education and
Training and life beyond learning and it is our aspiration for all
pupils to work towards achieving this.

GCSE English Literature is offered as an optional subject in year 10
and 11 for pupils demonstrating an interest in learning more
literary content, however, our English curriculum includes many
opportunities for the study of Literature, opening up new worlds
and perspectives and improving reading skills.



Developing Oracy

At Solihull Academy, we are passionate about the power of words.
We want our pupils to experience the pleasure and curiosity that
English offers, whilst broadening vocabulary, improving
comprehension, and promoting oracy. Regular discussion
opportunities build confidence in pupils’ interactions with others,
improving their employability skills as well as their self-confidence.
Due to the influence of technology, many of our young people lack
the tools to successfully engage in face-to-face conversations with
adults, so each half termly unit includes opportunities for
discussion, formal talk and listening.

In year 9, pupils can achieve an Entry Level Certificate in English,
giving them a chance to experience success early on in their
English journey with us. We explore a range of texts, modern
novels, poetry and a Shakespeare play alongside transactional
texts including reviews, articles and letters. Applying English in
real-life, prepares our pupils for employment and the world
beyond education.

In year 10, pupils can achieve Functional Skills L1/L2 alongside
studying a range of short stories, poetry, a Shakespeare unit and a
20™ century novel. We revisit the technical skills for writing they
will be assessed on at GCSE. Recently, our year 10 pupils have
engaged in collaborative workshops with an external theatre
company to develop oracy. This is now a planned unit of the
curriculum.

In year 11, pupils work towards iGCSE English Language. Each half
termly unit focuses on developing strong writing skills, to produce
a coursework portfolio. Many pupils gain a huge sense of
achievement from this invaluable process. Examination skills are
embedded across the year 11 curriculum, to provide regular
opportunities to revisit reading and comprehension skills needed
for GCSE.



