
On Tuesday 27  January, Lily B, Liam, Sian
and Tommy, along with Mr Hewitt, Miss
Blacker, Mrs French attended the Holocaust
Memorial Day Service at the Solihull Civic
Suite. The theme for this years’ service was
Bridging Generations. This focussed on
different generations being able to pass on
the story of the cause, events and
consequences of the holocaust, which was
one of the horrific events in history.
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The service took pace in the council
chamber. This was a brand-new experience
for us all in such an important space, where
the mayor and council make their
important decisions daily.
The service began with the mayor
welcoming those in attendance before a
vocalist performed a musical piece. This
was followed by a poetry recital by students
from a local primary school. Martin Hyman
then spoke of the story of his mother, who
arrived in England as a teenager on the
Kindertransport from Vienna and the
harrowing events that led to the murder of
his grandparents by the Nazis in the
Holocaust. This had a profound effect on all
of us. 
Next, Rabbi Pink talked on the Bridging
Generations theme, before speaking to us
about antisemitism today in Britain. Rabbi
pink led a minute silence to those who were
killed in the Holocaust, as well as a prayer.
This was followed by more music from local
school students, which closed the service. 
The experience was a unique and important
one for both staff and students, who found
the event to be emotional and powerful. The
students were a credit to themselves and
conducted themselves impeccably
throughout.
Going forward, we plan to take students and
staff to the service held by Solihull Council
on an annual basis. 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
DAY SERVICE 

Friday March 27th 2026

On Tuesday 17th March Leilan, Scarlett, Krystal, Lily, Sian,
Tristain and Jacob (Pathfinder), along with Mr Hewitt, Ms
Musa, Mrs C French and Ms Glew visited Coventry
Cathedral Ruins, and The Herbert Art Gallery and Museum.
This trip was to enhance the students’ knowledge of Art
and History. 
Students learnt about the Blitz and its effect on the
Cathedral and Coventry itself. We then visit the Herbert Art
Gallery and Museum. First, we were taken on a tour of the
under croft (a medieval cellar) which is located
underneath the museum itself. We then looked at various
historical exhibits ranging from dinosaurs to the end of the
20th century; there was even an original PlayStation on
display, which made Mr Hewitt feel incredibly old. Then
some of the students went on a tour of the art gallery, led
by Ms Musa, which gave them inspiration for their own
artwork.
Overall, this was a positive experience for all the students
involved and helped them to improve their cultural capital
and enhance their interest in history and art.

MERCURY TRIP TO COVENTRY CATHEDRAL
RUINS, AND THE HERBERT ART GALLERY

AND MUSEUM



This term, students across the trust
have been developing valuable life
skills through a First Aid course
delivered as part of PSHE, in
partnership with the British Red Cross.
The sessions have provided students
with practical, hands-on experience
in responding to emergency
situations. 

They have learned essential skills
such as how to check if someone is
breathing, place a person in the
recovery position, and respond
confidently in a range of real-life
scenarios. Students engaged
positively with the course,
demonstrating maturity and a
willingness to support others. The
training has not only increased their
knowledge but also boosted their
confidence in knowing how to act in
an emergency. 

We are proud to offer opportunities
like this that equip our students with
important skills for life, helping them
to feel empowered, responsible, and
ready to make a difference in their
communities.

In February two officers spent the morning delivering a
series of virtual-reality (VR) educational sessions to
students at Saturn Centre.
Knife crime has a profound impact on our communities,
and engaging with young people is a vital part of
prevention.
Officers delivered immersive VR presentations
designed to help students understand the risks and
consequences of carrying a knife, and how to make
safer choices.
Using VR headsets, students were placed into realistic
scenarios where they could explore different decisions
and see how their choices influence the outcome. This
interactive approach builds on the ongoing
conversations already taking place between officers
and schools, giving young people a safe space to think
about the consequences of their actions.
This style of learning offers something different from a
traditional classroom talk. Instead of simply listening,
students are able to take ownership of their decisions
within the scenarios, helping them reflect on advice
shared by both school staff and officers.
The sessions were extremely well-received, with
students fully engaging throughout and sharing
positive feedback, many saying they would welcome
even more opportunities to learn through VR in the
future.

WEST MIDLANDS OFFICERS DELIVER KNIFE-
CRIME VR SESSIONS TO SATURN STUDENTS



https://shopify.pbsports.co.uk/
https://www.solihullacademy.org.uk/Safeguarding/



	MERCURY TRIP TO COVENTRY CATHEDRAL RUINS, AND THE HERBERT ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM
	NEWSLETTER
	HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE

	WEST MIDLANDS OFFICERS DELIVER KNIFE-CRIME VR SESSIONS TO SATURN STUDENTS
	Contact over the Easter Holidays

	SCHOOL UNIFORM

